
Dear Healthcare Provider,

As trusted advocates for children’s health, your voice carries immense influence in protecting
Michigan’s youth from preventable diseases. We urge you to confidently recommend and
administer the HPV vaccine to all boys and girls starting at age 9.

Leading health organizations, including the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP), the American
Cancer Society (ACS), the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG), and the
American Dental Association (ADA), recommend initiating HPV vaccination between ages 9 and
12.

Starting at age 9 offers several compelling advantages:
Higher Completion Rates: Kids starting at 9–10 are twice as likely to finish the series by age 13
(74% vs. 31%).
A stronger immune response: Younger kids have a stronger, longer-lasting immune response.
Powerful cancer prevention: HPV causes over 600,000 cancer cases and 300,000 deaths
globally each year. Over 90% of cervical cancers and around 70% of oropharyngeal cancers
are preventable with vaccination.

Only 44.3% of Michigan teens (13–17) have
completed the HPV series—well below the 
national average of 62.9%. Completion 
rates lag far behind other adolescent 
vaccines.

These gaps represent missed opportunities 
to prevent cancer. Early initiation at age 9 
can help to close them.

We urge you to make a confident, routine 
recommendation for HPV vaccination at 
every well-child visit starting at age 9. Your trusted guidance can dramatically increase vaccine
uptake and protect children from preventable cancers for life.

Thank you for your leadership in advancing preventive care and public health.

Sincerely,
Michigan HPV Cancer Prevention Alliance

Recommend HPV Vaccination Starting at Age 9 - 
A Proven Strategy for Cancer Prevention

For More Information on the Michigan HPV Cancer Prevention Alliance, Contact: 
Kerry Murphy-O'Donnell, PMP by email: kerry.murphyodonnell@cancer.org
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https://www.aap.org/en/patient-care/immunizations/human-papillomavirus-vaccines/
https://www.cancer.org/health-care-professionals/american-cancer-society-prevention-early-detection-guidelines/hpv-guidelines.html
https://www.cancer.org/health-care-professionals/american-cancer-society-prevention-early-detection-guidelines/hpv-guidelines.html
https://www.acog.org/clinical-information/physician-faqs/human-papillomavirus
https://adanews.ada.org/ada-news/2025/september/how-to-talk-to-patients-about-hpv-vaccine/?_gl=1*pqy90l*_gcl_au*NTk3MDY2MTM0LjE3NzAxNTU1OTQ.*_ga*NDE0MTM2NDkwLjE3NzAxNTU1NDM.*_ga_X8X57NRJ4D*czE3NzAxNTU1OTEkbzEkZzEkdDE3NzAxNTU3NzgkajYwJGwwJGgw*_ga_NVSBFQCBYE*czE3NzAxNTU1OTEkbzEkZzEkdDE3NzAxNTU3NzgkajYwJGwwJGgw*_ga_JDE0LTHGWL*czE3NzAxNTU1OTEkbzEkZzEkdDE3NzAxNTU5MjUkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/36631995/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41571-024-00904-z
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41571-024-00904-z
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10147-023-02340-y#:~:text=The%20infection%20of%20high%2Drisk%20HPVs%20causes%20almost%205%25%20of%20human%20cancers%20worldwide%2C%20more%20than%20700%20000%20cases%20of%20HPV%2Dassociated%20cancers%2C%20and%20400%20000%20deaths%20worldwide%20each%20year%20(Fig.%C2%A01)%20%5B4%2C%209%5D.
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/-/media/Project/Websites/mdhhs/Adult-and-Childrens-Services/Children-and-Families/Immunization-Information/LHD/Immunization-Report-Cards/State_Level_ReportCard.pdf?rev=9e6f45ad18a64b1383f3650b37db2b63&hash=F02EF82825AABE594FDD63499CFF2144
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40784672/

