Oakland County Senior Advisory Council
Virtual Meeting
Monday, November 17, 2025
10:00 AM –12:00 PM 

Welcome and Call to Order
Chair Cam McClure called the meeting to order at 10:05 AM.
Attendance Matrix:
	Dist.
	RC
	Name
	Dist.
	RC
	Name
	Dist.
	RC
	Name

	1
	P
	Royetta Ealba

	2
	P
	Mark Kelly
	3
	A
	Suzanne Patton


	4
	P
	Tim Soave

	5
	P
	Mary Spearman
	6
	P
	Bridget Giampa

	7
	V
	
	8
	E
	Robert Ritchie

	9
	P
	Ruth Jordan

	10
	P
	Cameron McClure
	11
	P
	Sylvia Whitmer
	12
	P
	Christopher Peal

	13
	P
	Norene Yuskowatz
	14
	P
	Judy Smiley
	15
	P
	Brenda Anderson

	16
	P
	Anita Wagoner

	17
	P
	Barbara Seldon
	18
	P
	Greg Keeler

	19
	A
	Karen Plants
	AL
	P
	Rock Abboud
	AL
	P
	Martha Schlesinger


	SR
	P
	Pat Zawadzki

	SR
	P
	Genessa Doolittle
	
	
	


Key: Dist.= # (AL: Member-at-Large, SR: Staff Rep); RC = Attendance (P-Present; E - Excused; A – Absent; V – Vacant); Name = District Council Member

Others Present
Stephanie Carpenter, Director of Planning & Advocacy, AgeWays Nonprofit Senior Services

Roll Call
There is a quorum.

Approval of Agenda and October Minutes
Both were approved.


Legislative Update - Stephanie Carpenter

FY2026 Budget Updates:
State
· We are no longer in a government shutdown. The federal government passed a Continuing Resolution (CR) after the longest shutdown in US history (43 days). 
· The CR will last until January 30th at which time another CR has to be passed; another remaining Appropriations Bill must be passed to accomplish a full budget. 
· The recent CR did not include the continuation of the Affordable Care Act (ACA) subsidies, The Democrats received only a promise to hold a vote.
· The CR did include one year’s funding for SNAP and the military, among other things. 
· Three of the twelve Appropriation Bills were fully passed until the next budget season. The remaining nine Bills will expire on January 30th unless passed during another CR. 
· Includes the advocacy for Health and Human Services (HHS), which includes AgeWays under the Older American Act. It does impact AgeWays, but it will not impact their services. AgeWays will be able to operate as normal, they will run under their reserve.
· With the shutdown, there has been a lot of conversation about SNAP (benefits were cut off for November). The State then appropriated 4.5 million dollars to fund for half of SNAP participants. 
· Now that the government has reopened, SNAP benefits will be retroactively repaid to the beneficiaries. 
· A portion will go out to seniors funneled through the Area Agency on Aging. Beneficiaries will receive their state benefits and a little extra.
· The Guardianship Package has been broken into different smaller Bills in hopes that some parts will move forward. AgeWays has not taken a public position on the Guardianship Bill but is following it closely.
· The Water Affordability Bill for older adults to assist seniors with their water bills may be pushed through. 
Federal
· The Older American Act has been unauthorized for a year. 
· This is not ideal; we want the contract to be updated. 
· During the last Budget Bill session, there was a bi-partisan Bill to re-authorize the Older American Act; however, a lot of things were left out. 
· AgeWays has not been very vocal about moving it forward. 
· The concern is that when things like this are re-opened, they often get changed/broken. AgeWays doesn’t want that to happen.
· It is crucial to continue advocating for the Older Americans Act with members of Congress. The Older Americans Act funds AgeWay’s core services, such as congregate meals, delivered meals, evidence-based programs, and caregivers support.
· The Older Americans Act will continue to operate as long as funding is available.



AgeWays:
· AgeWays has moved to a new location - 31700 Middlebelt Road Farmington Hills, Michigan. 
· AgeWays has a new program called My Options. 
· State-wide program that provides counseling for long-term care and Medicare counseling. 
· People may call 211 and get information about open enrollment and Medicare plan options.
· There is a new website called My Caregiver Connection, established through the Area Agency on Aging Association of Michigan. 
· AgeWays received funds to establish a page for caregiver information and support. Stephanie will share this information with Pat.

SAC Coordinator Updates:
· Patricia emphasized: 
· If your personal information has changed, please contact her and let her know. 
· Please take photos whenever you attend an event this holiday season on behalf of SAC. 
· If we have the annual breakfast, we will share the pictures as visual evidence of our activities. 
· Be sure to add your activities to your monthly reports!


SAC Visioning Session – 2026 Goals - Martha Schlesinger, SAC 1st Vice-Chair 
· At the October meeting, each of the SAC members in attendance had the opportunity to share their vision suggestions for the three goals on the vision worksheets. 
· Those who were not at the October meeting shared their comments and ideas about the three goals during this meeting. 
· Martha is compiling the final documents, and they will be sent prior to the December meeting. 
· The December meeting will focus on developing strategies and a working document (what SAC is, why SAC was founded, what SAC focuses on, the areas of actions that were focused on in the past, and what SAC wants to accomplish in the future). An approval vote will be taken during the meeting.
. 
ADJOURNMENT:
The meeting was adjourned at 12:30 PM. 

NEXT MEETING
VIRTUAL
Monday, December 15, 2025 
10 AM – 12 PM
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